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viously prepared, wheeled round in perfect order to the right
and left and closed in upon the flanks of the Eoman masses,
whose ardor had now huddled them together in shapeless
masses and quite destroyed their ability to manoeuvre as well
as fight. Not until this moment had Varro's legionaries seen
that their hoped-for victory was ruin. But soldiers quickly
seize the meaning of what transpires around them. The Eo-
mans grasped their peril, but were Komans still. They fought
as bravely as for a triumph, but soon the last ray of hope
was gone. The consul in command had already fled with the
allied cavalry, while his brave colleague, -ZEmilius Paulus, had
been manfully struggling to rehabilitate the disorder of the
maniples, exposing his person with the utmost recklessness,
but in vain.

At this moment the heavy cavalry under Hasdrubal, hav-
ing destroyed the Eoman and allied horse, returned to the
field and rode down upon the Eoman rear like a thunder-
cloud. Breaking into small detachments, it rode into their
midst and sabred the legionaries right and left. Parts of th&
cavalry made their way through the intervals of the African
foot-phalanxes, and aided in the butchery of the Eoman
soldiery on the flanks. The battle was ended, but not the
massacre. No quarter was asked or given. The legionaries
died with their faces to the foe, as so many Eomans had done
before them. The bloody work continued till but a small
group of prisoners was left alive.

Livy and Polybius variously put the killed at from forty
thousand to seventy thousand men. Mommsen credits the
larger figures. Varro, who early escaped from the fray with
the cavalry of the Eoman left, managed to turn up with a
squad of seventy men at Yenusia; JSmilius Paulus fell in the
midst of his legions covered with wounds, in the vain effort to
retrieve the disaster. Servilius, Atilius, Minucius, two quses-pressed on, the ranks becameandful escaping up river).from being taken inch
